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New Effective Impact Fees in place 

 

NEW BRAUNFELS—Following approval by the New Braunfels City Council of a new 

maximum impact fee for water and wastewater services on March 28, the NBU Board of 

Trustees approved an updated impact fee policy and set the new effective impact fees 

during their regular meeting on March 31. These new effective fees went into place May 

5, 2016. 

 

City Council approved Maximum Impact Fees of $5,321.64 per Living Unit Equivalent 

(LUE) for Water and $4,081.48/LUE for Wastewater on March 28. The NBU Board then 

established the Effective Impact Fee on March 31, which can be any amount up to the 

maximum impact fee. The updated Effective Impact Fee is approximately 80% of the 

Maximum Fee and will be $4,260 for Water and $3,270 for Wastewater for a 5/8-inch 

meter, the standard meter size for a single family residence. Meters larger than 5/8-inch 

are assessed a higher impact fee based on the larger meter’s flow capacity in relation to a 

5/8-inch meter. 

 

“Impact fees are reviewed regularly to determine if they are still meeting the intended 

goal of having new development help fund and pay for the construction or needed 

expansion of capital improvements,” NBU Executive Director of Operations Doug 

Draeger says. “This fee—created by the state legislature—provides a mechanism for new 

growth to help pay for the impact that the growth will have on the NBU water and 

wastewater systems and keeps current customers from bearing the cost of major 

infrastructure additions to serve the growth. We determined that a new impact fee plan 

was needed in order for the fees to reflect the significant increase in growth in NBU’s 

service territory, demands on NBU’s water and wastewater systems, and substantially 

higher construction costs we are experiencing to complete the new 10 year Capital 

Improvement Plan (CIP).” 

 

In the event that some of these major capital infrastructure projects are not undertaken in 

the next 10 years, the effective impact fee rate is historically set a little more 

conservatively than the maximum. This is done to avoid over collection and potentially 

having to undertake a complex process of refunding fees to developers. 

 

The new fees are assessed when a plat is recorded. All plats recorded after May 4, 2016 

will be subject to the 2015-2025 Impact Fee Rate Schedule. The City Council also 
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approved an exception for plats that had been approved but not recorded prior to May 4, 

2016. 

 

“This exception allows anyone with a plat approved by the City of New Braunfels 

Planning & Zoning Commission (P&Z) prior to May 5, 2016 and recorded prior to 

November 1, 2016, to qualify for the previous maximum fees,” Draeger explains. 

“However, if those plats approved by P&Z prior to May 5 are not recorded by November 

1, they will be subject to the new effective fees. Any plats approved by P&Z after May 4, 

2016, are subject to the new fees even if recorded prior to November 1, 2016. This 

implementation extension will help smaller developers with committed investments to 

have time to record their plats under the old fee structure.” 

 

Customers with questions about the new fees may contact NBU Development Services at 

(830) 608-8992 or 608-8993. 
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